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(6) In order to make a complete and additional report, I would sug-
gest that you direct the commanding officers of vessels of the First Squad-
ron to send copies of their reports on the engagement to me.

Very respectfully,

W. S. SCHLEY,
Commodore, U S. N.t
Commander Second Squadron.
The Commander-in-Chief,

U. S. Naval Force, N. A. Station.

This preliminary report the commander-in-cMef asked to have
withdrawn, with the suggestion that some reference might be
made to the New York, and intimating that the Indiana and
Gloucester were nearest the New York.

The report speaks for itself, as merely a preliminary men-
tion of details, to be followed by fuller and more complete data.
If it had been dreamed at the moment that the sentiments of
generosity prompting its modification, as requested, were to be
made use of later in other hands to minimize the writer's par-
ticipation in the fight, no persuasion could have induced a change
in a line. But generosity sometimes leads to mistakes, and in
this instance it is admitted it did.

If Clark and Cook be excepted, the only officer competent
to report the victory from personal observation, covering the
entire period of action, was the commander of the Second Squad-
ron, for no better reason than that none of the other command-
ing officers had been engaged from the beginning to the end of
the battle, because, as it shifted to the westward, their vessels
were distanced by the Brooklyn and Oregon.

The suggestion for copies of the reports of the officers of the
First Squadron was distinctly for a fuller credit for the work
done by them, in the complete report to be made subsequently
to the eommander-in-ehief.

"With these facts stated, the preliminary report, cited above,
stands as its own justification.

The Texas and "Vixen were in sight of the leading ships dur-
ing the battle, but too far away to be reached by signals after
the Teresa and Oquendo had been forced to flee on fire to the
beach. They were the first vessels to reach the final scene of
the victory.

The Brooklyn's next move was to Guantanamo, where sheanding the  "Vixen,
